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French Academy

Decatur Public School District #61

I. GENERAL

ENROLLMENT: 308 Students.  Kindergarten through Grade 6.

CONSTRUCTION: Original Building - 1914:  PART 185

Construction Type: Type IV Ordinary Construction 

Protection Classification:  Unsprinklered

Plan Classification: Plan C

West Addition - 1973:  PART 175

Construction Type:  Type II Unprotected Non-Combustible

Protection Classification:  Unsprinklered

Plan Classification: N/A

East Addition - 1974:  PART 175

Construction Type:  Type II Unprotected Non-Combustible

Protection Classification: Unsprinklered

Plan Classification:  N/A

Classroom Addition - 1978:  PART 175

Construction Type:  Type II Unprotected Non-Combustible

Protection Classification: Unsprinklered.  

Plan Classification:  N/A

Elevator Addition - 2003:  PART 180

Construction Type:  Type 2C Unprotected Non-Combustible

Protection Classification:  Unsprinklered.  

Plan Classification:  N/A

MEANS OF EGRESS: Satisfactory - By stairs and corridors.

LOCAL FIRE ALARM SYSTEM: Standard electrically operated, supervised, continuous with Control 

Panel in Boiler Room.

NEAREST FIRE STATION: Decatur City Fire Department, Fire Station No. 3; 1308 West 

Eldorado, Decatur, IL

CITY WATER: 4" copper service from main to meter in Boiler Room

II. CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

YEAR BUILT: Original Building - 1914

West Addition - 1973

East Addition - 1974

Classroom Addition - 1978

Elevator Addition - 2003

10-year Safety Survey Report

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS
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HEIGHT: Original 1914 - 3 Story

West Addition 1973 - 3 Story

East Addition 1974 - 3 Story

Classroom Addition 1978 - 1 Story

Elevator Addition - 3 Story

GROUND FLOOR AREA: Original Building - 1914:  18,424 S.F. Basement - 2nd Floor

West Addition - 1973:  1,908 S.F. Basement - 2nd Floor

East Addition - 1974:  15,316 S.F. Basement - 2nd Floor

Elevator Addition - 2003:  850 S.F. Basement - 2nd Floor 

Total:  36,498 S.F. 

EXTERIOR WALL 

CONSTRUCTION:

12" masonry walls

FLOOR CONSTRUCTION: Original building has at basement and street level have 4" concrete 

floor.  1st and 2nd floors have wood joist, wood subfloor, 2 x 2 wood 

sleepers, 1" concrete fill wood floor.  West and east additions at 

basement and street level have 4" concrete floors.  West Addition, 

1st and 2nd floors, have steel beams, steel joist, 1-1/2" metal deck, 2-

1/2" concrete with mesh.  East Addition 1st and 2nd floors have steel 

columns, steel beams, 4" reinforced slab with some steel joist, 1-1/2" 

metal deck, 2-1/2" concrete with mesh.  Concrete/metal deck at 

elevator addition.

ROOF CONSTRUCTION: Original building has wood rafters and wood joist trussed together 

with 1' x 6" wood and wood deck.  West Addition has steel joist, 1-

1/2" metal deck with 1-5/8" insulation.  East Addition has steel 

columns, steel beams, 1-1/2" metal deck with 1-5/8" insulation.  Metal 

deck at elevator addition.  

Original building, west and east additions have tar and gravel flat 

roof.  Ballasted built-up roof at elevator addition.  

INTERIOR WALL 

CONSTRUCTION:

Original building at basement and street level, 1st and 2nd floors 

have 9" and 12" masonry walls.  Wall finish in general is plaster.  

West and east additions have 4" and 6" concrete block walls painted.

INTERIOR FINISH: Floor Finish:  Carpet except vinyl tile in All Purpose Room, toilets, 

and janitor closets.

Ceilings:  All buildings have acoustical tile with some plaster.

TRANSOMS AND CEILING-

LEVEL GLASS:

None.

III. EGRESS FACILITIES

GRADE EXITS: Adequate with panic hardware and closer installed where required.

CORRIDORS: Adequate in width and height.  Travel distance to exits satisfactory.

STAIRWAYS: Adequate in width and with handrails.
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WINDOWS: Original wood windows replaced in 1977 with single hung aluminum 

windows with top panels aluminum laminated to exterior grade 

plywood.

FIRE ESCAPE: None. 

EXIT SIGNS: Exit signs installed where required.  Exit signs wired in separate 

conduit and connected to "EM" panel in Boiler Room.

EMERGENCY LIGHTING: There are adequate emergency lights installed in the All Purpose 

Room and stairs.  The lights are of the battery backup type with 

battery chargers.

IV. SPECIAL OCCUPANCIES

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM: Part of East Addition.  Including Gymnasium, Cafeteria and railed 

platform.  

GYMNASIUM: Part of East Addition.  Including Gymnasium, Cafeteria and railed 

platform.  

BOILER ROOM: Northeast corner of Basement level.  

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT & 

STORAGE ROOMS:

Penthouse at East Addition.  Water heater in closet at East Addition.  

V. UTILITIES

HEATING PLANT: HVAC - original building:  Six gas-fired boilers (1800 mbh total) Multi-

Temp Hydrotherm MR Series gas fired cast iron water heating boiler 

plants banked with all life safety controls supplies hot water to fan coil 

units in each classroom of the original building.  A rooftop chiller 

supplies chilled water to the fan coil units in each classroom of the 

original building.  The piping distribution system is a 2 pipe system.  

There is a DX cooling/hot water heat ventilation unit (5875 cfm 

design) on the roof that supplies conditioned ventilation air to the 

classrooms in the original building.

HEAT DISTRIBUTION: HVAC - 1974 addition:  Space heating and cooling in the addition is 

accomplished via a VRV (variable refrigerant volume) system, with 3 

condensing units on the roof and ceiling cassettes in each 

classroom.  There is an energy recovery ventilator (3200 cfm design) 

with supplementary electric heat installed on the roof that supplies 

ventilation air to the classrooms in the addition.  There is a DX 

cooling/electric heat rooftop unit (6000 cfm design) on the roof that 

supplies the all-purpose room in the addition. 

VENTILATION: Outdoor air is supplied through roof top air handling units and 

classroom air diffusers
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AIR CONDITIONING: A rooftop chiller unit supplies chilled water to the fan coil units in each 

classroom of the original building.  The distribution system is a two 

pipe system shared with the hot water system.  A DX coil in the 

rooftop multi-zone supplies conditioned air to the seven classrooms 

and the All Purpose Room of the new addition.

WATER HEATER: A gas fired storage type hot water heater located in the Boiler Room 

provides hot water for the building.  A recirculation pump maintains 

temperature of hot water in the building.

INCINERATOR: None.

GAS SERVICE: Gas main shutoff is at the street on south side of the building, gas 

meter is located at the exterior westside of boiler room. Gas is 

supplied to six boilers and hot water heater. Gas emergency shutoff 

switch is located in the boiler house.

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: The overhead electrical service is supplied by Illinois Power 

Company from an overhead line connected to the pole mounted 

transformer and to the switchgear in the Boiler Room.  The 

distribution is 120/208 volt three phase 4-wire 1600 amps.  The 

electrical systems entire installation conforms with NEC and Life 

Safety Code requirements.

PLUMBING: Equipment is installed in accordance with code requirements.

VI. PRIVATE PROTECTION

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM: Non-coded supervised system consisting of manual breakglass 

stations and alarm horns located where shown on the drawings.  The 

electrical supply is in a separate circuit with battery backup.

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS: None.

AUTOMATIC HEAT DETECTION: Heat detectors are installed where shown on the drawings.  Heat 

detectors are connected to the fire alarm system.  Heat detectors are 

located in storage rooms, boiler rooms, stages, kitchen, attics, etc. 

and comply with safety codes.

STANDPIPE HOSE LINES: None. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: Location of fire extinguishers are shown on the drawings.  Fire 

extinguishers are located in areas as required by code.

VII. SECURITY SYSTEM

Security system is monitored through motion detectors and key pads.

VIII. ENERGY CONSERVATION Thermostat temperature control system has automatic set-backs by 

Delta Controls.

IX. ASBESTOS ABATEMENT To the best of BLDD Architects knowledge, the building is in 

compliance with (AHRA) Asbestos Hazard emergency response.  

X. LEAD PAINT No peeling paint was observed.  
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XI. PAVING Asphalt parking lots and playground areas.  
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 1/32" = 1'-0"1 SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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