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Dennis Elementary School

Decatur Public School District #61

I. GENERAL

ENROLLMENT: 311 Students.  Kindergarten through Grade 6.

CONSTRUCTION: Original Building (1910):  Height = three story; Construction Type = 

Type IV - Ordinary Construction; Protection Classification = Non-

sprinklered; Plan Classification = Type C, enclosed interior.

1927 Addition:  Height = three story; Construction Type = Type I - Fire 

Resistive Construction; Protection Classification = Non-sprinklered; 

Plan Classification = Type C, enclosed interior.

1954 Addition:  Height = two story and basement; Construction Type 

= Type I - Fire Resistive Construction; Protection Classification = Non-

sprinklered; Plan Classification = Type C, enclosed interior.

1973 Addition:  Height = one story; Construction Type = Type II - 

Unprotected, Non-combustible; Protection Classification = Non-

sprinklered.

2004 Addition:  Height =one story; Construction Type = 2C; 

Protection Classification = Non-sprinklered; Occupancy Type = E.

MEANS OF EGRESS: The means of egress is through corridors and stairways which lead to 

exterior doors at grade.  There are ramps located between the 

original building and the 1927 addition due to the difference in floor 

levels.  The grade varies by 1 story between exits on the southwest 

versus the north and east exits.  Stairways are used throughout the 

school to reach grade at exits.

LOCAL FIRE ALARM SYSTEM: A non-coded, supervised, continuous ringing fire alarm system 

consisting of break glass stations and horns exists.  A fire alarm 

control panel is located in the General Office on the second floor.

NEAREST FIRE STATION: Decatur City Fire Department, Fire Station No. 3; 1308 W. Eldorado 

Street, Decatur, IL

CITY WATER: Domestic water is provided to this building by a 4 inch water service 

from a 6 inch water main running under the curb along West Main 

Street.  A shutoff valve is provided at the curb.  The water service 

enters the building through the east side of the Boiler Room.  The 

water meter and shut off valve is located within the boiler room.

10-year Safety Survey Report

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS
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II. CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

YEAR BUILT: Original Building 1910 with additions in 1927, 1954, 1973 and 2004.

HEIGHT: Three stories 

FLOOR AREA: 1910 original building:  16,906 S.F. - 1st - 3rd Floors

1927 addition:  7,845 S.F. - 1st - 3rd Floors 

1954 addition: 21,709 S.F. - Basement - 2nd Floor

1973 addition: 2,539 S.F. - 1st Floor

2004 addition:  334 S.F. - 1st Floor

Total:  49,330 S.F.

EXTERIOR WALL 

CONSTRUCTION:

Brick façade with masonry back-up.

FLOOR CONSTRUCTION: The first floor of the original and 1927 additions are concrete slab on 

grade.  (Bearing walls of the original and 1927 additions are 12" and 

16" masonry.)  Floor construction of floor levels in the original 

construction is wood frame.

In the 1927 addition, the second and third floor framing is steel joists 

which are covered with thin concrete slabs.

The footings of the 1954 addition are of reinforced concrete.  Where 

floor levels are at grade, floors consist of concrete slabs.  Floors 

above grade consists of reinforced concrete slab over bar joists.

The 1973 addition is one story.  The floor consists of slab on grade.

ROOF CONSTRUCTION: The roof construction of the original roof is wood framing.

The roof construction of the 1927 addition consists of steel joist 

framing with a thin concrete slab roof.

The roof construction of the 1954 addition is reinforced concrete slab 

over steel joists.  The general purpose room roof of the 1954 addition 

is framed with longspan steel joist.  These joist bear on a concrete 

girder at one end and on masonry at the other end.  The roof deck 

over the general purpose room consist of 2-1/2" poured gypsum 

concrete.

INTERIOR WALL 

CONSTRUCTION:

Original Building = masonry and plastered masonry.

1927 Addition = similar to original building.

1954 Addition = tile and gypsum plaster.

1973 Addition = masonry

INTERIOR FINISH: Paint over masonry, plaster and gypsum board.

TRANSOMS AND CEILING-

LEVEL GLASS:

None

III. EGRESS FACILITIES
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GRADE EXITS: Adequate and well arranged.

CORRIDORS: Adequate in width, height and smoke screen doors.  Exit capacities 

are sufficient.

STAIRWAYS: The stairways generally conform with the requirements for stairways 

as a continuation of exit access corridors according to part 

185.380(c)(3).  Stairways are located so that there are no dead end 

corridors.  The arrangement, location, and widths of all stairs and 

corridors are shown on drawings.  Door swings and locations of doors 

are shown on drawings also.

WINDOWS: Windows do not qualify as secondary means of egress.

FIRE ESCAPE: None

EXIT SIGNS: Exit signs are adequately located and illuminated.

EMERGENCY LIGHTING: Emergency lighting units properly located.

IV. SPECIAL OCCUPANCIES

GENERAL PURPOSE ROOM: This room (room 145) is used for physical education, assembly, and 

lunch for students.  There are two paths of egress leading from this 

room to grade exits.  There are two double doors at the east side of 

room 145 which leads to a grade exit.  The other door at the 

southwest corner leads to a stairway which leads to a grade exit on 

the west side of the building.

GYMNASIUM: None

BOILER ROOM: Completely separated from the remainder of the building.

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT & 

STORAGE ROOMS:

Completely separated from the remainder of the building.

V. UTILITIES

HEATING AND VENTILATION: HVAC - original building:  Three new gas-fired boilers (795 mbh each) 

Smith Cast Iron model GB300-S-14 gas fired low pressure steam 

boilers with all life safety controls supplies low pressure steam to fan 

coil units in each classroom for the facility.  

HVAC – 1910/1927 addition:  A new Trane 75 ton RTU Space 

heating and cooling  supplies ventilation air to the classrooms with the 

DX cooling/hot water heat rooftop unit.  

                                                                                               HVAC – 

1973 Library addition: RTU Space heating and cooling  supplies 

ventilation air to the library with the DX cooling/hot water heat rooftop 

unit.  
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HEAT DISTRIBUTION: Heat is distributed throughout the building by a two pipe low pressure 

steam system to unit ventilators and convectors in each of the 

classrooms, auditorium unit ventilators in the general purpose room, 

and to convectors in the toilets and administrative offices.  

Temperature is controlled by thermostat located within each 

educational occupancy.

VENTILATION The building has classroom type unit ventilators in all of the original 

building  classroms and rooftop units supplying fresh air to the later 

additions through ceiling diffusers.

AIR CONDITIONING: The Principals office and teachers room have a window air 

conditioner with rooftop units supplying fresh air to the library addition 

through ceiling diffusers.

WATER HEATER: The hot water heater is a State - Sandblaster 75 gallon 120BTU unit.

INCINERATOR: None. 

GAS SERVICE: Gas service is provided to this building by a 2 inch gas service from a 

4" line located below Wood Street.  The gas line enters the building 

through the south wall of the mechanical equipment room, and 

serves the boiler.  A meter pressure regulator and shut-off valve are 

provided outside the building. 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: There is also a Trunbell Electrical Distribution Panel.  These panels 

provide electricity for the kitchen, heaters in old building, office stage 

panel, and panel for classrooms in the 1973 addition.       Room 128 

electrical equipment - one 600 amp, 240v, Square D panel. one 200 

amp, 240, Square D panel, One 100amp, 240v, branch panel. 

Emergency lighting in the 1910/1927 building has new lay-in 

fluorescent emergency lights, all other additions have wall mounted 

battery backup units.        

PLUMBING: Domestic water for this school is provided by a 4" water service from 

a 6" water main running under the curb along West Main Street.  A 

shut off valve is provided at the curb.  The water service enters the 

building through the east side of the Boiler Room.  A water meter and 

shut-off valve is provided inside the Boiler Room.

VI. PRIVATE PROTECTION

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM: A non-coded, supervised, continuous ringing alarm system consisting 

of pull stations and horns. The annunciator panel is locatd at the 

second floor General Office.

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS: None. 

AUTOMATIC HEAT DETECTION: Located in storage rooms, multi-purpose, library, stairs, as shown on 

facility drawings.

STANDPIPE HOSE LINES: None. 
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: Portable fire extinguishers are located as indicated on the drawings.

VII.

SECURITY SYSTEM

Security system is monitored through motion detectors and key pads

VIII.

ENERGY CONSERVATION Thermostat temperature control system has automatic set-backs by 

Delta Controls

IX.

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT To the best of BLDD Architects knowledge, the building is in 

compliance with (AHRA) Asbestos Hazard emergency response.  

X. LEAD PAINT No peeling paint was observed.  

XI. PAVING Drives, parking lots and sidewalks are in satisfactory condition.
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GENERAL NOTES
Original Building (1910)
Height = three story
Construction Type :Type IV-Ordinary Construction
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered Plan
Classification : Type C, enclosed interior.

1927 Addition
Height = three story
Construction Type : Type I - Fire Resistive Construction
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered Plan
Classification : Type C, enclosed interior.

1954 Addition
Height : two story and basement
Construction Type:Type I - Fire Resistive Construction
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered Plan
Classification : Type C, enclosed interior.

1973 Addition
Height:one story
Construction Type:Type II - Unprotected, Non-combustible
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered.

2004 Addition
Height : one story
Construction Type: 2C
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered; Occupancy
Type : E

BASEMENT FLOOR TOTAL SF: 5039
1ST FLOOR TOTAL SF: 22477
2ND FLOOR TOTAL SF: 13846
3RD FLOOR TOTAL SF: 7968

BASEMENT FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 126
1ST FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 1056
2ND FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 383
3RD FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 238
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GENERAL NOTES
Original Building (1910)
Height = three story
Construction Type :Type IV-Ordinary Construction
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered Plan
Classification : Type C, enclosed interior.

1927 Addition
Height = three story
Construction Type : Type I - Fire Resistive Construction
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered Plan
Classification : Type C, enclosed interior.

1954 Addition
Height : two story and basement
Construction Type:Type I - Fire Resistive Construction
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered Plan
Classification : Type C, enclosed interior.

1973 Addition
Height:one story
Construction Type:Type II - Unprotected, Non-combustible
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered.

2004 Addition
Height : one story
Construction Type: 2C
Protection Classification : Non-sprinklered; Occupancy
Type : E

BASEMENT FLOOR TOTAL SF: 5039
1ST FLOOR TOTAL SF: 22477
2ND FLOOR TOTAL SF: 13846
3RD FLOOR TOTAL SF: 7968

BASEMENT FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 126
1ST FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 1056
2ND FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 383
3RD FLOOR OCCUPANCY: 238
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